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PROJECT TERM 2023 
 
Project Term is a four-week term (for grades 4-12) that begins May 16, 2023, and ends June 19, 2023.  Project Term 

is a valuable opportunity for Black River students and faculty, alike.   It provides hands on, experiential learning to 

each student, while adhering to Black River’s academic requirements.  Before viewing the course selections, please 

be aware of our project term policy and mark important dates on your calendar. 

 

The priority registration deadline is Monday, December 5, 2022 by 4:00 p.m.  Students who register by this date 

will have priority registration over students who turn in their registration form after this date.  The final deadline to 

register is Friday, December 16, 2022.  Any student not registered by December 16 will be assigned to classes with 

available space.   

 

TIME SLOTS FOR PROJECT TERM CLASSES 
 

The four time slots are as follows: 

 

8:00 – 11:00 from May 16 – May 26 (Block A) 

11:40 – 2:40 from May 17 – May 26 (Block B) 

8:00 – 11:00 from May 30 – June 9 (Block C) 

11:40 – 2:40 from May 30 – June 9 (Block D) 

 

Keep in mind that some classes and trips require more than one block.  This is denoted in the first column before 

each class description.  
 

PROJECT TERM OPEN HOUSE 

THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 2023 

6:30 – 8:00 P.M. 
 

 

Each year, we have a night to showcase our students’ projects and display the fruits of their labor during the four-

week term.  Attendance is mandatory for all students registered in a Project Term course.  Please keep this date in 

mind as students who do not participate at the Project Term open house may lose credit for the course, at the 

discretion of the Dean of Students and teacher of the course. 

 

 
HOW TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT PROJECT TERM REGISTRATION 

 

1. During scheduling, course choices will be prioritized first by application date and second by grade 

seniority.  Turn your registration in by Monday, December 5 to receive priority scheduling. 

2. Fill out the entire schedule request.  Do not repeat any classes.   

3. Sign up for a variety of different kinds of courses.  Students should not sign up for a course they have 

already taken unless approved by the teacher.   

Students may be limited to one physical education class per two week term, depending on course 

availability. 

4. Treat your teachers and classmates with respect during the year and act responsibly in the classroom.  

Students who behave responsibly and respectfully will be given first priority in off-campus courses and 

courses taught by guest teachers.  Students who have been on behavior contracts during the year will not 

be considered for off-campus trips.  

5. Be flexible.  Many faculty members have listed several course possibilities for one time slot in order to 

provide a variety of choices.  Be aware that due to a lack of interest, some courses will not run. 

6. Make sure you sign up for a second, third, and fourth choice for each block in case your first choice isn’t 

available.  If you don’t, please be advised that Mrs. Wise will pick your classes for you after all other 

students have been scheduled. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT TERM POLICIES 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

 

1. All students must attend Project Term.  Project Term is part of our school year and the attendance policy 

does not change from the regular school year.  Unexcused absences will be regarded as truancy.  Students 

who miss more than two days of a Project Term course may fail the course at the discretion of the teacher. 

2. The dates for Project Term are May 16, 2023, to June 9, 2023.  The school day for on-campus courses will 

be from 8:00-2:40 p.m.  The elementary and main offices close at 3:30 p.m. during Project Term. 

3. Students are expected to participate 100%.  Every class has an academic component and students are 

required to meet all guidelines established by the teacher.   

4. Parents are responsible for transportation to and/or from their project during this term.  Keep this in mind if 

registering for an independent study project. 

 

FEES 

 

While most projects do not have fees, some may include one. Projects that involve incidental personal expenses such 

as travel, food and accommodations or those where students keep the projects they create may have a fee.  Fees are 

due by Monday, March 20, 2023.  Keep in mind that off campus trips may have different deadlines and deposit 

requirements. 

 

There may be some opportunities for students to acquire financial assistance.  Students requesting financial aid must 

fill out a financial aid form by Friday, March 3, 2023.  Scholarship request forms are available on the school’s 

website or from Mrs. Wise.   Students will receive written notification of scholarship awards by Monday, March 13, 

2023. 
 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

 

Individuals who would like to sponsor the personal expenses of a Black River student during Project Term 

are encouraged to contribute to the Project Term Student Support Fund.  Faculty members cannot be 

responsible for raising money. 

 

PROJECT TERM AND GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

Project Term is an integral part of the BRPS curriculum.  Students in grades 9-12 need to pass three years (1.20 

credits) of Project Term in order to graduate. *For the Class of 2023, .8 Project Term credits are required due to 

Covid closures in 2020.   

 

Seniors who have successfully completed three years of Project Term have completed their Project Term 

requirement for graduation.  Seniors who have received either a grade of “incomplete” or “F” must make up the 

credit in order to graduate.  They must make up this course by taking a project term class during their senior year.   

 

A failing grade in a project term class for students in grades 6-8, in combination with other failing grades, may 

result in that student being held back. 

 

Since many Project Term classes involve hands-on activities and a greater responsibility for the individual student, it 

is important that for the safety of all the students in the classroom, discipline problems are dealt with swiftly and 

effectively.   Students who have a number of discipline related referrals will be withheld from Project Term classes. 

The Dean of Students will notify the applicable students in writing and will assign the student specific projects to 

complete and submit for review. 

 

Students who are removed from Project Term classes due to discipline problems will receive an “F” for the project 

and will be suspended for the remainder of Project Term.   If a senior or an 8th grade student is removed from Project 

Term, he/she may not be allowed to participate in graduation, and it may jeopardize completion of graduation 

requirements.   

 



 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENT STUDY 

 

Students are encouraged to participate in Black River courses. However, high school students may elect to do an 

independent study with approval if they seek an opportunity that the school is unable to offer.  There was an 

informational meeting during HS CAP Flex on Wednesday, November 16, 2022, where students received 

an Interest Application.  Students who missed the meeting must see Ms. Clark for the application.  The interest 

application is due by Friday, December 2, 2022. Once the project is approved, a more formal proposal will be due 

on Friday, March 17, 2023. Students who are interested in pursuing an independent study during project term 

should read the course description in the catalog and see Ms. Clark with any questions. 

 

PROJECT TERM 

DATES AND DEADLINES AT A GLANCE 

 

 

Priority Registration Deadline 

 

Monday, December 5, 2022 

Last Chance to Register Friday, December 16, 2022 

Scholarship Requests Due Friday, March 3, 2023 

Project Term Fees Due Monday, March 20, 2023 

Project Term Begins Tuesday, May 16, 2023 

Project Term Open House Thursday, June 8, 2023 

Last Day of School Friday, June 9, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

The entire 2023 Project Term Catalog for grades 4-12 can be found on the website at: 

 

http://www.blackriverpublicschool.org/Content2/project-term 



HIGH SCHOOL PROJECT TERM COURSES 
STUDENTS MUST PICK ONE COURSE FOR EACH BLOCK (A, B, C, & D) 

 

 
 A Block                 Grade: HS “THE LONG NINETEENTH CENTURY” Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Dykhouse, Greg           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

From the American and French Revolutions to World War I and the Russian Revolution, 1776 to 1918, the 

Nineteenth Century, labelled as “The Long Century,” covers much more than one hundred years. This course 

explores the immense scale of transformation throughout the world. Many themes organize our pursuits. “Energy 

and Industry: Oil from Whales and the Middle East” considers how people use resources of the natural world to 

harness unprecedented power; one target book may be Mary Doria Russell's The Women of the Copper Country (a 

"Michigan Humanities Council Great Read"), which is a historical fiction novel on the 1913-1914 copper mine 

strikes in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. “Labor” considers various approaches to socialism as a response to rising 

awareness of individual liberties. “Networks” considers communications and rising consumerism. “Hierarchies” 

considers new political systems and revolutions. “Knowledge and Human Expression” considers new 

understandings of the universe, propelled by a second Scientific Revolution, and various forms of artistic 

expression. “Civilization and Exclusion” considers exploration (North America, Siberia, Africa), imperialism, and 

human subjugation (case studies of India, China, and the Philippines in their struggles against western powers). 

This course offers much to our high school students, enriching understanding of today’s global alignments.  

Students select topics of personal interest to explore; they design a website platform to display findings and 

understandings of their topics. 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS BRUNCH HUNTERS Fee: $.00  

 

Teacher:  Wright, Cessie  Tim Ewald         

Special Requirements:  Please note: students will be responsible for bringing enough money to purchase a 

meal each day that we are in the field (approximately 7-8 days). 

Do you love to write, have an eye for detail, and enjoy eating new cuisine? Do you find yourself reading or writing 

reviews on sites like Yelp and Trip Advisor? Have you ever considered the career path of becoming a restaurant 

critic? Professional critics review the food, service, and atmosphere of the establishments that they visit. In this 

class, we will test and improve our skills as critics by visiting a variety of breakfast and brunch restaurants in West 

Michigan. After each visit, we will write, edit, and peer review our critiques. At the end of the course, we will 

publish our reviews on Yelp and other food critique websites. 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS CARD GAMES FOR LIFE Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Aumaugher, Angela           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

How many card games do you know how to play with standard decks of cards? In this class we will learn how to 

play some of the more complicated ones that you can play with a group of friends for the rest of your life. We will 

learn games like Euchre (a requirement for any Michigander), Hand and Foot, Liar’s Poker, and more. We will 

NOT, however, be playing card games requiring anything other than standard decks of playing cards (i.e. we will 

not be playing Magic: The Gathering, Cards Against Humanity, or other games requiring special cards). 

Throughout the course you will develop a booklet or videos of the requirements, rules, scoring, and tips and tricks 

to many of the card games we learn how to play so that you can display it at the open house and keep it as a 

reference for when you need it. 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS CROSSWALK MURALS Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Gorris, Tara  Katie Chester         

Special Requirements:  N/A 

We will be working with the community organization, 3sixty, whom is working to create an arts district on this 

side of Holland.  Their goal is to add color and vibrancy to this area of Holland to make it a more welcoming and 

beautiful place.  Part of that goal, is to design and create colorful crosswalks!  Columbia Avenue's crosswalks are 

faded and long overdue for repainting.  We have been asked to help in those efforts by redesigning them in a 



HIGH SCHOOL PROJECT TERM COURSES 
STUDENTS MUST PICK ONE COURSE FOR EACH BLOCK (A, B, C, & D) 

 

 
creative way and painting them! Wouldn't you love to help contribute to make the crosswalks safer, but also more 

enjoyable to cross? Plus, your contribution will be permanently stamped there for years to come! 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS DRIVER'S EDUCATION Fee: $525.00  

 

Teacher:  Stid, Jake           

Special Requirements:  $100 deposit (payable to Macatawa Driving School) is due with the application. 

Registration is first come/first serve.       Note: The State of Michigan requires students to be in class the 

number of hours that are scheduled. If there are any schedule con 

Macatawa Driving School is proud to offer a Level One Driver Education course to Black River teens for Project 

Term Credit. Cost: $430.00 that includes all drives, classroom training, and a Level One permit after successful 

completion of the course. 

Dates: May 11 – 26 (Monday – Saturday), Thursday, May 11 (Class only: 11:30 – 1:30 pm), Friday, May 12 

(Class only: 11:30 – 1:30 pm), Saturday, May 13 (No class; range drives only), May 15 - 19 (Class and drives: 

7:10 – 11:10 am), Saturday, May 20 (No class, range drives only), May 22 – 26 (Class and drives: 7:10 – 11:10 

am)  

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS EXPLORING PSYCHOLOGY Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Mousseau, Rebecca           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Is it true that your favorite color can reveal aspects of your personality? Can the color of a soft drink affect how it 

tastes? Does stress affect performance on a task? If you are interested in exploring questions like these, this class is 

a great start in discovering the hows and whys of human behavior. We will examine some basic concepts in 

psychology, look at some famous studies in the history of psychology, and learn about the basic ethical principles 

of research. Students will work together to practice the steps of the scientific method to design and  conduct an 

original study into human behavior. If you have an interest in studying psychology in college, this is a good 

introduction to research. 

 

A Block                 Grade: HS FLIGHT PATH Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Wimbush, Karsten           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Interested in AVIATION?  Want to know what it takes to be a pilot?  Curious about how to start a career in the 

field of aviation, but not sure where to start?  This is the perfect place to start!  This two week course will give 

students the opportunity to learn in a real airplane hangar many of the skills pilots need to navigate, plan, and 

execute missions.  The history of aviation, its modern advancements, and the behind-the-scenes of commercial, 

charter, and private aircraft will all be at your fingertips! 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS GAME, SET, MATCH: TENNIS Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Hop, Abigail           

Special Requirements:  Students must provide their own tennis racket. 

This course welcomes anyone who is interested in tennis. You do not have to know how to play, but you do have 

to come ready to participate and attempt to play every class period. Whether you have played tennis all your life, 

or this is the first time you have played, we will learn about the game and improve our skills! 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS GREASE PAINT ADVENTURES Fee: $20.00  

 

Teacher:  Bishop, Kim           

Special Requirements:  Students will need to bring a shirt to protect your clothes. If you have an interest in 

theatre this class is a must. 

Have you ever wondered what you would look like as an old person? Or a cat? Then this is the class for you! We 

will be looking at stage makeup as an art and designing new faces for ourselves. We will be learning a variety of 



HIGH SCHOOL PROJECT TERM COURSES 
STUDENTS MUST PICK ONE COURSE FOR EACH BLOCK (A, B, C, & D) 

 

 
techniques on how to apply stage makeup. We will begin with basic pancake and progress though old age and 

clown makeup. There will also be training in special effects such as bruising and wounds. Come ready to put on a 

new face! 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS HIKE & HAMMOCK IN HOLLAND Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Bierma, Becky           

Special Requirements:  Students need to supply their own hammock (or a blanket to sit on) that they will need 

to carry with them during each hike. 

A class for the nature lovers out there! We will hike a variety of trails in Holland and along the lakeshore, learn 

about native plants, animals, and other natural occurrences we encounter along the way, and soak in the beauty 

around us! Be ready to walk... a lot! For your project, you will have several options to choose from that will allow 

for creativity. 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS HOW TO SURVIVE THE APOCALYPSE Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Pyle, Bridget           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Are you endlessly fascinated with apocalyptic stories? Have you ever wondered if you have what it takes to 

survive the apocalypse? If so, this course is for you. Over two weeks we will study the history of the apocalypse as 

well as read literature and watch film that explores a variety of apocalyptic scenarios. Additionally, we will 

explore and research survival techniques. For their final project, students will create their own apocalypse 

scenarios, and create survival kits and guides for them. 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS INDEPENDENT STUDY Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Clark, Tammy           

Special Requirements:  You must attend a meeting in November and fill out an Interest Application before 

signing up for this class! 

Are you passionate about a subject that isn’t offered at school? Would you like to get a taste of a certain job or 

career before you decide to pursue it in college? Do you want to create something on a large scale but just don’t 

have the time? Consider pursuing an Independent Study! With Independent Study, you design your own learning 

experience, set your own goals, and carry out your own activities off-campus during one or two blocks. Students 

are first required to fill out a brief Interest Application and later, pending approval, will submit a formal 

application containing all details of the study. Study projects may not be similar to a class that is already offered 

during Project Term. Since students work off-campus, adult supervision is required. Students who travel for 

Independent Study may have an additional academic component to fulfill. The students who are most successful in 

this course are highly motivated, self-disciplined, organized and have a thirst for knowledge. Independent Study is 

a wonderful opportunity for you to be creative, take charge of your own learning and share your knowledge with 

others! 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS KNITTING FOR BEGINNERS Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Foreman, Ericka           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

It’s a great time to start a new hobby! If you’ve never knit before, or have very little experience, this is the place to 

start. Learn to cast on, knit, purl, and cast off so you can start creating your own knit squares, wash cloths, and 

scarves. You will learn to follow a simple knitting pattern, and leave well-prepared for future yarn adventures. All 

supplies are provided for you, and no experience is necessary. 
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 A Block                 Grade: HS LEARNING TO LIVE: LIFE SKILLS Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  DeVree, Erica           

Special Requirements:  Students will be responsible for bringing money to ride the bus ($.50 per ride) 

Want to learn some extra skills to help you do the "adulting" things? Do you know how to use the public bus 

system? Do you know how to effectively budget your money? What do all those symbols on your laundry tag 

mean? How often should you be cleaning different things? Did you know you can practice filling out job 

applications whenever you want? We will be learning different skills, such as the ones above, to increase your 

confidence and independence as you continue to prepare for life after high school. By the end of this class you'll 

have a "Life Binder" including all the tips, tricks, and examples we create together. 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS LET'S TACO 'BOUT IT! Fee: $25.00  

 

Teacher:  McCool, Jaime           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Love tacos? Love to debate? Join Taco ‘Bout It to combine the two! We will spend some time coming up with 

topics to debate, choosing a side to argue, then researching and planning the argument. We will make tacos at 

school and we will also travel to a local restaurant to try different tacos and debate a variety of topics.  

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS RANKING THE PRESIDENTS Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Morse, Keely           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Do you enjoy learning about presidential history?  Do you enjoy discussing and debating the success and failures 

of presidents?  Take this class as we rank the presidents and learn about American history.  We will poll teachers 

and others in public throughout Holland.  Additionally, we will discuss with retired people in a retirement home 

about their favorite presidents.  We will do an election simulation, view a couple presidential movies, and read 

interesting opinion pieces on presidents.  If it fits into our schedule we will try to visit the Gerald R. Ford Museum 

in Grand Rapids. 

 

 A Block                 Grade: HS THE VIENNA COFFEE HOUSE EXPERIENCE 

– STUDIES IN CREATIVE WRITING 

Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Rowe, Karen           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Does ambiance inspire creativity?  Of course!  Experience the cultural coffee house effect as we meander to local 

coffee shops like Ferris Coffee, Lemonjello’s, Good Earth, and 205 Coffee in search of the perfect writing 

environment.  As a class, we will work on individual creative writing projects focused on fiction, memoir, and 

poetry, hold class workshops and readings, and ultimately publish individual chapbooks of class work to be 

displayed on open house night.  As Shel Silverstein says, “If you are a dreamer…come in, come in!” 

 

 ABCD Block                 Grade: HS WESTERN ADVENTURE: UTAH HIGH FIVE! Fee: $1250.00  

 

Teacher:  Meyer, Nate  Joel Schreuder         

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Go West! On this high school trip you'll be traveling to the National Parks in Utah known as the Utah High Five.  

These include, Arches NP, Canyonlands NP, Capitol Reef NP, Bryce NP and Zion NP.  There we will explore the 

rocky outcropping and arid environments unique to Utah.  We will traverse slot canyons, hike beneath arches, 

wonder at the uniqueness of the Hoodoos, and adventure through the vast openness of Moab. You will learn about 

arid desert animals and plant life, unique desert climate, flash flooding and drought.  Each park is a certified Dark-

Sky Park as well, meaning we can view the vastness of space without light pollution. We will take advantage of 

the clear nights to explore constellations, but also to see the desert by night. You'll learn the fascinating history of 

the National Park systems and get to witness its rugged beauty first hand. You will be a naturalist in training, 

dressing for the weather, sleeping in tents, and preparing food in a camp setting.  You will be physically active, 
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hiking between 4-10 miles daily, with one "Epic Hike" lasting an entire day perhaps up to 20 miles. No experience 

necessary, but an adventurous spirit required! 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS #GIRLSWHOLIFT Fee: $.00  

 

Teacher:  Gorris, Tara           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

There are many stereotypes and misconceptions when it comes to women who weight lift, when in fact, it is one of 

the greatest workouts you can do for yourself! In this class, you will be taught the basics of how to use weight 

lifting equipment, proper form, etiquette, as well as better ways to live a healthy lifestyle. The class will also 

incorporate a variety of cardio exercises to get our bodies and minds ready to work. This class will, hopefully, 

build your confidence as an athlete, gain strength, and, hopefully, defy the stereotypes that women can and should 

be weightlifting. You do not have to be an athlete to join this class as the program will be adapted to each person's 

individual fitness level. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS BLACK RIVER BAKE OFF! Fee: $20.00  

 

Teacher:  McCool, Jaime           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Would you like to see your family and friends' faces light up as they eat a brownie, doughnut, or a lovely slice of 

apple pie you baked yourself but don't know where to start? This course will show you how to make your favorite 

pastries, bread, and desserts from scratch. For your final project, your group will choose a recipe you feel 

showcases your baking skills, and a panel of judges will vote on their favorite dessert! 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS CRIMINAL HISTORY Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Morse, Keely           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Did you know that two of the most famous bank robbers in US history struck downtown Holland and you can still 

see bullet marks from the robbery to this day? Come look at criminal history. Learn about presidential assassins, 

their motives, and attempted escapes. What are the conspiracies surrounding presidential assassins? Who was H.H. 

Holmes? We will study various serial killers, their motives and how they were caught and found guilty. What was 

organized crime like during prohibition? What were the law enforcement officials like that pushed back against 

alcohol during this era? Who were Bonnie and Clyde? Who was J. Edgar Hoover? Who was John Dillinger? Come 

and find out in Criminal History. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS DID THAT SCIENCE FICTION ACTUALLY 

BECOME SCIENCE FACT? 

Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Ewald, Tim           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

There are authors whose greatest writing achievements involve crafting short stories and novels that either attempt 

to predict the near-future or create a plot line around an alternate reality but set in present time.  Also, many 

filmmakers, who may or may not get taken away with CGI dreams, have the opportunity to put to screen their 

interpretation of what the world might look like in 2030 or 2060, a time period when many of us will still be alive 

to actually see those years occur.  This class, inspired by the movie Back To The Future II (written in 1988 with 

the first part of the movie set in 2015), will be a chance to analyze a number of written and film works through the 

focus of “did they get it right?” When an author writes a novel in 1995 and sets it “in the near future”, it can be 

quite amusing to read how much the author got wrong and, at the same time, can be quite revelatory when the 

author gets it right and somehow manages to predict a piece of technology or a political movement that is eerily 

similar to things we work with or read about every day.  This class is not about “a long time ago in a galaxy far far 

away” and it is not about “the five year mission to explore strange new worlds (2265-2270).”  Did past authors and 

filmmakers get their idea of the near future correct?  The answer will probably not be as straightforward yes or 

no—and that is what makes reading these works, watching these works, and maybe even taking a creative crack at 

constructing our own works a worthwhile venture. 
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 B Block                 Grade: HS EAT MY WAKE! Fee: $155.00  

 

Teacher:  Gray, Steve           

Special Requirements:  Swimsuit and towel. You will get wet everyday! 

Test the waters in this action packed adventure class!  You will be learning and expanding your wakeboarding 

skills each day at Action Wake Park.  Whether you’re a novice or have been wakeboarding for years this class is 

for you!  There will be certified instructors providing instruction each day along with cable passes, wakeboards, 

helmets, and life vests.  Join us at the first and only full-size cable park in Michigan! 

 B Block                 Grade: HS ELEMENTARY TEACHING PRACTICUM 

PROJECT TERM CLASS 

Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Witvoet, Tim  Brent Rowe         

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Do you have a desire to learn more about being an elementary teacher? Are you passionate about working with 

early grade students at Black River Public School? Do any of these words describe you: innovative, creative, hard 

working, or organized? Turn your skills and passion into teaching the youngest Black River Rats during Project 

Term. Each day you will have a chance to plan, interact, and implement lessons with Mr. Rowe and Mr. Witvoet 

in grades kindergarten through fifth grade. Get a jump start on a future career choice or build skills that will help 

you be a professional in the future. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS ESPRESSO YOURSELF Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Pyle, Bridget           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Do you have an undying love for all things coffee? Would you love spending your mornings enjoying the rich 

smells and flavors of local coffee shops? This is the class for you. This year we will be visiting several local coffee 

shops and trying many different types of coffee. You will learn more about coffee and business than you ever 

knew existed. The end project will be a mini business plan including all of your own ideas and coffee dreams. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS FLEA MARKET FLIP Fee: $60.00  

 

Teacher:  Bierma, Becky           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Have you ever dreamed of being an interior designer? Do you like to create on a budget? Are you just obsessed 

with HGTV and design shows? Or maybe you just love a good thrift store bargain! Well, this is the class for you! 

We will visit local thrift stores, flea markets, second-hand stores and find items that can be repurposed. From there 

we will head back to school and work in teams to create treasure from "trash!" At the open house, some items will 

be auctioned off & the proceeds will go to a charity chosen by the class. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS GET CREATIVE WITH CALLIGRAPHY! Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  DeVree, Erica           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Ever wondered how fonts get created? Have you ever wanted to create your own fonts? With calligraphy 

(decorative handwriting or handwritten lettering) you can! Discover the elements that make up fonts and use them 

to make masterpieces. We will create small projects by hand to learn/practice different styles of calligraphy. Our 

final project will be to create something using your favorite style(s) of calligraphy such as a planner spread, 

greeting card,  poster, album cover, company logo, etc. 
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 B Block                 Grade: HS HELPING HOLLAND Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Laarman, Sarah           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Participating in community service and volunteer work is a graduation requirement, and allows you to improve the 

world we live in. Sometimes, the hard part of community service is knowing where to begin. In this class, we will 

volunteer at a variety of locations over the course of two weeks. Earn community service hours, while helping 

Holland. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS I WANT MY STOP MOTION MTV Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Chester, Katie  Todd Schwartz         

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Have you ever thought that you could create a better music video for your favorite song than the one they made?  

Here’s your chance.  We will be creating stop-motion animation techniques to put your visual vision to song. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS INDEPENDENT STUDY Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Clark, Tammy           

Special Requirements:  You must attend a meeting in November and fill out an Interest Application before 

signing up for this class! 

Are you passionate about a subject that isn’t offered at school? Would you like to get a taste of a certain job or 

career before you decide to pursue it in college? Do you want to create something on a large scale but just don’t 

have the time? Consider pursuing an Independent Study! With Independent Study, you design your own learning 

experience, set your own goals, and carry out your own activities off-campus during one or two blocks. Students 

are first required to fill out a brief Interest Application and later, pending approval, will submit a formal 

application containing all details of the study. Study projects may not be similar to a class that is already offered 

during Project Term. Since students work off-campus, adult supervision is required. Students who travel for 

Independent Study may have an additional academic component to fulfill. The students who are most successful in 

this course are highly motivated, self-disciplined, organized and have a thirst for knowledge. Independent Study is 

a wonderful opportunity for you to be creative, take charge of your own learning and share your knowledge with 

others! 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS RAINBOWS AND LOOMS Fee: $25.00  

 

Teacher:  Rice, Toni           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Have you ever wondered how rainbows form? Learn about the science behind rainbows AND use a Rainbow 

Loom to loop your very own rainbow. In addition to learning about actual rainbows and color, we will loop like 

crazy. We will make bracelets, pencil toppers, key chains, charms, bookmarks and more! Learn to follow patterns 

and how to finish off your creations. By the end of this project term not only will you be able to sing a rainbow, 

you will be able to loop a rainbow AND know the science of rainbows. We will choose as a class how to present 

our final project! Lots of flexibility in this colorful project term. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS ROLL FOR INITIATIVE: 'DUNGEONS & 

DRAGONS' FOR BEGINNERS 

Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Spisak, Elizabeth           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Are you interested in fantasy and adventure storytelling, with a side of puzzle solving and combat? Then learn how 

to play 'Dungeons & Dragons', the iconic tabletop role-playing game featured in the Netflix show Stranger Things. 

You will learn about what Dungeons & Dragons is, its history, and presence in popular culture today. You will 

create your own character, take part in a large-scale campaign story, and learn how to lead your own campaign as 

a Dungeon Master. As a final project, you will create a detailed personal narrative backstory for your character 

that details the adventures they went on during our classroom campaign. 
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 B Block                 Grade: HS SAVING LIVES: RED CROSS CERTIFICATION Fee: $10.00  

 

Teacher:  Shirk, Joy           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

In this course you will learn how to care for injuries and illnesses until Emergency Medical Services arrive to 

transport the injured or ill. At the end of the course you will receive Red Cross Certification in First Aid, CPR, and 

the use of an AED for infants, children, and adults. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS STRATEGY GAMES Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Stid, Jake           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Strategy Games are games that involve a plan, scheme, or plot in order to win. In this class, students will learn 

how to best play games that involve strategy and how to apply this knowledge in order to improve their chances of 

winning. Students will explore strategic card, board, and outdoor games such as Capture the Flag, Phase 10, Risk, 

Settlers of Catan, Ticket to Ride, and many more. The final project will consist of students making their own 

strategy game and challenging their peers. Students with all levels of experience are invited! 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS STREET FOOD LATIN AMERICA Fee: $25.00  

 

Teacher:  Gaffney, Sarah           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Travel through different Latin American countries to discover varieties of street food. This class will follow the 

Netflix original documentary series "Street Food: Latin America", which focuses on six cities from across the 

Americas, each with unique influences and passionate people keeping their hometown culinary traditions alive. 

Learn to make traditional and authentic street food from across the continent and discover the delicious histories 

within our own diverse community. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS THE YARN ARTS Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Foreman, Ericka           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Using yarn to create beautiful works of art is a satisfying creative outlet that we will explore in this class! 

Beginning and experienced artists alike will learn and experiment with yarn as we knit, crochet, weave, and 

discover other creative string art projects. From winter hats to decorative scarves, from custom cell phone covers 

to wall art, stuffed animals, bags, and sweaters—there are truly endless possibilities for all ability levels. 

Additionally, beginners will learn how to choose yarn based on weight and fiber content, and how to determine 

needle and hook sizes based on project desires. Experienced students can challenge themselves with larger projects 

and learning newer stitches and strategies, and even creating their own patterns. All supplies are provided for you, 

and no experience is necessary. 

 

 B Block                 Grade: HS THERE'S FUNGUS AMONG US! Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Donoghue, Elizabeth           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Did you know that there is a mushroom that you can find in the woods that tastes like chicken? It's true! Learn all 

about wild mushrooms, how to identify them, how to cook mushrooms, how to create a spore print, and how to 

create interesting mushroom art with real mushrooms! Join professional mushroom hunter, Andrew Flezar of 

Michigan Mushroom Hunters, as we venture into the woods to hunt for mushrooms. We will be exploring the 

woods near Holland so you can learn how to be mushroom hunters and find mushrooms of your own right in your 

hometown. 
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 B Block                 Grade: HS UPCYCLING AND 

REPURPOSING....ANYTHING! 

Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Mousseau, Rebecca           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

This class will provide a “maker space” for students to work on transforming gently used clothes, fabric, and 

household items into new treasures. We will learn about the environmental impact of “fast fashion,” and how we 

can upcycle clothing using basic cutting and sewing. We will explore ways to repurpose spare fabric and found 

objects to create ecologically sound objects.  Students will have some time each day to work on their own project. 

As a final project, each student will create one or more individual pieces to display at Open House. Students who 

need access to a sewing machine will be responsible for bringing their own working machine or for borrowing one 

to use. There is no charge for the course, but each student will be responsible for purchasing their own supplies as 

needed. 

 

 BD Block                 Grade: HS AP CALCULUS PREP Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Hop, Abigail           

Special Requirements:  If you wish to take AP Calculus Prep you need to see Mrs. Hop for a sign-up sheet in 

addition to adding this class to your schedule. Students who have not filled out a sign-up sheet will not be 

allowed into AP Calculus Prep. 

AP Calculus Prep is for students who have successfully completed Advanced Algebra/Geometry. Students will 

study units involving function composition, vectors, parametric equations, complex numbers, polynomials, 

rational functions, radical functions, three-dimensional geometry, trigonometric graphs, trigonometric identities, 

trigonometric equations, conic sections, exponential and logarithmic functions, and derivatives. This class is 

needed for current Advanced Algebra/Geometry students who would like to take AP Calculus next fall. 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS ANYONE FOR GOLF?  FORE! Fee: $50.00  

 

Teacher:  Witvoet, Tim  Caleb Fisher         

Special Requirements:  Students must have their own set of golf clubs and be able to depart BRPS by 7:40a.m. 

each morning. 

Do you enjoy golf? Would you like to learn? If yes, then this is the course for you! We will spend time learning 

about this great game and practicing our own shots at the golf course. We will spend time on the driving range, 

practice greens, and the course itself. Learn how to take the frustration out of your own game by learning 

fundamentals and essential etiquette. Students will spend every class period at the golf course. Fore! 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS BEACH VOLLEYBALL Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Murphy, Colin           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Want to play like Misty May or ditch the biology lab and play like Crabb? Then come play beach volleyball! In 

this course you will learn the basics of beach volleyball through gameplay. 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS BIKING AND STATISTICAL DONUTS Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Ewald, Tim  Todd Schwartz, Kerrie Esmeier         

Special Requirements:  Proper working bike, approved bike safety helmet, money daily to purchase a minimum 

of two donuts per class period, the ability to ride a bike and follow safety regulations, an open mind, and a good 

attitude. 

 

As Homer said…”Mmmmm, donuts”.   Is there anything more beautiful than a perfectly earned donut?  The 

smoothness of drizzled chocolate, the healthiness of raspberry filling, the crunch of protein packed peanuts, and of 

course sprinkles are for the winners.  Equally wonderful is the scientific recording of data, the manipulation of 

variables, the organizing of values, and the joy of spreadsheets.  We will ride our bikes to various local donut 
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establishments to do the hard work of mathematically determining the best donut in town and then create 

presentations to boldly proclaim our decision. 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS BOWLING BONANZA Fee: $60.00  

 

Teacher:  Stid, Jake           

Special Requirements:  OPTIONAL: Bowling ball and bowling shoes 

You have probably gone bowling for a birthday party or a friendly, Friday night social gathering; did you know 

that bowling is actually considered a competitive sport? Or even a professional sport? In this class you will learn 

about the history of bowling as a sport, and you will learn to bowl, or become a better bowler. Daily challenges, 

learning how to score without the use of the computer, and improving your basic techniques will be the focus of 

the class. There will be a week-long team tournament at the end of the class. 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS BOXING DIARIES Fee: $50.00  

 

Teacher:  Ekdahl, Krista  Krista Ekdahl         

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Learn to box under the guidance and expertise of professional boxing coach Sakwam at Sakwamdo Boxing Gym 

of Holland. Students will train in the "Sweet Science" of boxing, learn valuable life lessons, and increase their 

fitness. You will be evaluated before and after the two-week training session. Your evaluation as well as a 

fundraising project will serve as your course evaluation. It just may be the hardest fun you'll ever have! 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS BR BACKYARD GARDENING Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Hop, Abigail           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

In this course, you will be immersed in hands-on activities, exploring greenhouses and the farmer's market to 

deepen your knowledge of plants, gardening, and science. If you love the outdoors and want to learn more about 

how we can use gardens for decoration, eating, and for conservation, you will enjoy this class! 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS DOUBLE-HANDED SAILING Fee: $105.00  

 

Teacher:  Rowe, Karen           

Special Requirements:  A personal life jacket is required to participate. 

This course introduces students to the sport of sailing in a double-handed (two person) sailboat. Students will learn 

the basic rules of sailing, practice rigging and de-rigging a sailboat, gain confidence in managing both skipper and 

crew roles, and spend time on the water at Lake Macatawa each day. Students need to supply their own life jackets 

and should come to class prepared to sail every day. Ideally, students should have at least two years of previous 

sailing experience, but students with less experience who are comfortable on the water or with boating are 

welcome to sign up! 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS EXPERIENCE JAPAN Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Pyle, Bridget  Nicole Sinclair         

Special Requirements:  *See Ms. Pyle for current trip enrollment cost* 

Japan is an island nation of contrasts. Neon lights pulse and shine on century-old temples, monks walk alongside 

anime cosplayers, and Zen meditation is practiced in the same parks where people take selfies. It may sound 

chaotic, but Japan has perfected the balance of ancient and modern. A better understanding of Buddhism and 

Shinto, higher truth, or just a measure of inner peace await you on this meditative journey through the tranquil side 

of Japanese culture. 

During Project Term students will learn the basics of safe international travel, design a personal budget for our 

upcoming trip and complete an individual research project based on their interests and reasons for traveling.  

Please contact Bridget Pyle for further information, registration material, and payment details. Join us on a life-

changing adventure through Japan this June! 
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 C Block                 Grade: HS HIKE & HAMMOCK IN HOLLAND Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Bierma, Becky           

Special Requirements:  Students need to supply their own hammock (or a blanket to sit on) that they will need 

to carry with them during each hike. 

A class for the nature lovers out there! We will hike a variety of trails in Holland and along the lakeshore, learn 

about native plants, animals, and other natural occurrences we encounter along the way, and soak in the beauty 

around us! Be ready to walk... a lot! For your project, you will have several options to choose from that will allow 

for creativity. 

 C Block                 Grade: HS HISTORICAL MOVIES Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Morse, Keely           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Are you interested in history and movies? Are you curious where historical movies are accurate and where they 

are not? Take this class and we will explore history through movies like the Great Escape from a German WWII 

POW camp, march with MLK in the movie Selma, and fight through the desert with Lawrence of Arabia among 

other movies. We will look at where the movies are accurate and the various reasons why movies have 

inaccuracies and  how that influences the public's perception. We will research the topics presented in the movies 

and will take suggestions for some of the movie selections. 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS INDEPENDENT STUDY Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Clark, Tammy           

Special Requirements:  You must attend a meeting in November and fill out an Interest Application before 

signing up for this class! 

Are you passionate about a subject that isn’t offered at school? Would you like to get a taste of a certain job or 

career before you decide to pursue it in college? Do you want to create something on a large scale but just don’t 

have the time? Consider pursuing an Independent Study! With Independent Study, you design your own learning 

experience, set your own goals, and carry out your own activities off-campus during one or two blocks. Students 

are first required to fill out a brief Interest Application and later, pending approval, will submit a formal 

application containing all details of the study. Study projects may not be similar to a class that is already offered 

during Project Term. Since students work off-campus, adult supervision is required. Students who travel for 

Independent Study may have an additional academic component to fulfill. The students who are most successful in 

this course are highly motivated, self-disciplined, organized and have a thirst for knowledge. Independent Study is 

a wonderful opportunity for you to be creative, take charge of your own learning and share your knowledge with 

others! 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS MAKING AN IMPACT IN HOLLAND Fee: $.00  

 

Teacher:  DeHaan, Annemieke           

Special Requirements:   

It is the little things in life that make a difference. Taking the time to open the door for someone. Baking cookies 

for a neighbor. Sending a "Thank You" card. In this class, we will be taking the time to simple acts of kindness 

and service in our community in order to make a difference. We will be visiting the elderly, serving meals at a 

local mission, writing thank you cards and serving in a variety of other ways. Regardless of what ways we will 

serve in our community we know that we will be making an impact in Holland 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS NETFLIX EN ESPAÑOL Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Gaffney, Sarah           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Experience the Spanish language and culture through T.V.!  Streaming services make it easy to view popular 

"telenovelas" from anywhere in the world.  You will become addicted to series from Spain, Mexico, or other 
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Spanish speaking countries while gaining a deeper understanding of the language and culture.  Experience new 

stories, new locations, new cultures, and new perspectives.  Each episode will leave you binge watching until the 

last (project term) block.  *It is recommended that students have successfully completed Spanish III or above. 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS SACAJAWEA TO SALLY RIDE Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Bishop, Kim           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Founding Mothers, Native guides, Pioneer Women, Suffragettes, Astronauts, Business Entrepreneurs, all these 

ground - breaking women helped shape our country and the world. Students will learn about them through videos, 

artifacts, readings, and discussions. Their project will be to explore one woman in depth and create a display for 

Open House. 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS SAVING LIVES: RED CROSS CERTIFICATION Fee: $10.00  

 

Teacher:  Shirk, Joy           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

In this course you will learn how to care for injuries and illnesses until Emergency Medical Services arrive to 

transport the injured or ill. At the end of the course you will receive Red Cross Certification in First Aid, CPR, and 

the use of an AED for infants, children, and adults. 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS THE SCIENCE OF HARRY POTTER Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Rice, Toni           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Congratulations! You have been accepted into Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, but can you pass 

your O.W.L.S. and earn a glass of homemade Butterbeer on your last day? Your time at Hogwarts will begin with 

a chemistry-based sorting ceremony to sort you into your houses. Each day you can earn points for your House 

and the winning house will receive the Trophy. Submit your wand, crystal ball, golden snitch, and quidditch 

broom into the final Harry Potter Wizards Tournament. Classes include: Potions, Defense Against the Darks Arts, 

Divination, Wand Making, Arithmancy, Herbology, Quidditch, Charms, The Marauders Map and Invisible Ink, 

and Golden Snitch making! Crafts, chemistry, physics, exercise and yummy treats await us in this Harry Potter 

inspired project term class! 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS WHODUNIT!? Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  McCool, Jaime           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Calling all puzzle solvers and amateur gumshoes! Do you love binge-watching murder mysteries or feel like you 

were always meant to be a detective? Join us as we explore some (fictional) cold cases. Do you have what it takes 

to catch a killer? You will get the chance to work on a variety of cold cases and then create an escape room using 

one of the cases you’ve solved. 

 

 C Block                 Grade: HS WOOD CRAFT AND SNACKS Fee: $30.00  

 

Teacher:  DeVree, Erica           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Create your own unique cutting board/serving tray! We will use pre-cut pieces of wood from 3 different species 

and finish them with cutting board oil and conditioner. We'll then create your own snack spread and test out each 

other's pairings. Come learn to create a special piece of artwork you can use forever. 
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 C Block                 Grade: HS YARN BOMB 2023 Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Foreman, Ericka           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Yarn bombing, otherwise known as “guerilla knitting,” is the creation of yarn-based art installations to physical 

objects in locations that would not ordinarily be considered for yarn-based display. For example, you could yarn 

bomb an office by creating bags for the laptops, cases for the clocks, and wraps for all of the table legs. Students 

will learn the motivations behind and history of yarn bombing before practicing on some small items. Then, we 

will create a group yarn bomb project on campus. This is the only knit/crochet/yarn-based class in which some 

experience is required, but you don’t have to be an expert! You should be able to, without assistance, either knit a 

knit and a purl stitch: or crochet a chain and double crochet stitch. 

 

 CD Block                 Grade: HS BIKING AND HAVING A WHEELIE GOOD 

TIME 2.0 

Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Wimbush, Karsten           

Special Requirements:  You are required to have a working bike and helmet and a starting endurance of 8 

miles biking in order to enjoy this class. 

Do you like biking? Want to go the distance?  Do you like being able to choose where you're heading?  Do you 

like to explore what's around you?  Do you like being active?  Well, you can get all of these off your checklist.   

IMPORTANT: all students in this course will take part in LONG DISTANCE biking.  We will start around short 

trips of 8 miles, gradually building to 45 miles (to Grand Haven and back!). 

 

 CD Block                 Grade: HS THE STRATFORD FESTIVAL EXPERIENCE Fee: $400.00  

 

Teacher:  Andrews, Rachel           

Special Requirements:  Travel to Canada requires a Passport, Passport Card or Enhanced Driver's License. 

The highlight of this course is a two-night, three-day trip to the Stratford Festival of Ontario from June 6 - 8th. 

Students will have the opportunity to see four professional theatre productions: Rent, Spamalot, A Wrinkle in 

Time and Much Ado About Nothing.  Students will also be able to take a tour of the costume and prop warehouse 

of the festival. The in-class project involves selecting an aspect of the theatre (acting, directing, set, costumes, 

makeup, props, choreography, etc.) and completing a design or acting project for one of the productions that we 

will see. We will also read and discuss each show that we will see. So, if you love theatre, this is a great 

opportunity for you! 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS BR PROBLEM SOLVERS Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Aumaugher, Angela  Becky Bierma         

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Do you wish you could solve the problems of the world? Are you curious and inquisitive? In this class you will 

choose a current global issue or school issue to delve into, become the expert, and develop a solution or plan to 

minimize the problem. We will utilize strategies in the Creative Sequence to help you through this process; 

researching, brainstorming, developing appropriate solutions, and using peer feedback to make adjustments along 

the way. 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS CROCHET CHEMISTRY Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Rice, Toni           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Have you always longed to be able to crochet? Have you watched people that can crochet and wished that was 

you? Can you already crochet, but would love to take your work to the next level? Perhaps learn a different stitch 

or apply what you know to making an actual item? Would you like to know what chemicals are released in your 

brain when you crochet and why? If you can answer yes to any of these questions this is the project term class for 

you! Beginners will focus on the essentials: how to chain, single crochet, half double crochet, double crochet and 

triple crochet. You will use your skills to make squares which will be sewed together into a blanket. Experienced 
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crocheters - you can choose to make an item of clothing such as a hat, scarf, bag or headband or learn some fancy 

stitches to make squares to go towards the blanket. The finished blanket will be stitched together and donated. We 

will decide as a class where we want to donate our creation. We will also learn how to read a pattern! If time 

allows we will begin crocheting the periodic table! As we crochet we will learn about why crochet can help with 

de-stressing us from a chemical perspective. 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS DREAM HOUSE DESIGN! Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  DeVree, Erica           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Come learn about designing the inside of your future dream house! We will talk about colors, patterns, shapes, and 

other details that can make or break your space. Get inspiration from music, nature, other designers and your 

friends. Going room by room, you'll pick your favorite designs to share full-out in the end! 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS DYSTOPIAN FILM STUDY Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  McCool, Jaime           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

This course provides an overview of dystopian, or apocalyptic, films. Students will analyze, compare/contrast and 

write about environmental and social dystopian films; all films explore social and political choices made by 

individuals and cultures that create a nightmarish world. These narratives serve as warnings against governmental 

tyranny, a repressive society, the advancement of technology and the corruption of businesses. 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS GLORY ON THE GRIDIRON Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Stid, Jake           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

While baseball may be America’s pastime, football is America’s game. The high adrenaline sport dominates this 

country’s attention during the fall and winter. But what is so enticing about this sport? What draws people in? 

During this class we will look at the history of the game, the different styles of offense and defense that are used 

out there, the game’s social impact in this country’s history, and all the ways it is enjoyed today. With some time 

spent in the classroom to learn about the sport and strategies and the other part spent outside playing and practicing 

techniques you will be able to better understand and appreciate the activity that many say isn’t a game or sport, it’s 

a religion. 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS INDEPENDENT STUDY Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Clark, Tammy           

Special Requirements:  You must attend a meeting in November and fill out an Interest Application before 

signing up for this class! 

Are you passionate about a subject that isn’t offered at school? Would you like to get a taste of a certain job or 

career before you decide to pursue it in college? Do you want to create something on a large scale but just don’t 

have the time? Consider pursuing an Independent Study! With Independent Study, you design your own learning 

experience, set your own goals, and carry out your own activities off-campus during one or two blocks. Students 

are first required to fill out a brief Interest Application and later, pending approval, will submit a formal 

application containing all details of the study. Study projects may not be similar to a class that is already offered 

during Project Term. Since students work off-campus, adult supervision is required. Students who travel for 

Independent Study may have an additional academic component to fulfill. The students who are most successful in 

this course are highly motivated, self-disciplined, organized and have a thirst for knowledge. Independent Study is 

a wonderful opportunity for you to be creative, take charge of your own learning and share your knowledge with 

others! 
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 D Block                 Grade: HS KNITTING FOR WELLNESS Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Foreman, Ericka           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Knitting has been scientifically proven to increase wellness. As we learn (or continue to practice) knitting, we will 

also study the science behind how knitting relieves stress, calms anxiety, creates strong social bonds, and increases 

feelings of usefulness. We will examine our own wellness as we experiment on ourselves to see if we can measure 

the benefits of knitting in our own lives. All supplies are provided for you, and no experience is necessary. 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS LET'S BIKE AND DISCOVER HOLLAND Fee: $.00  

 

Teacher:  Ewald, Tim  Todd Schwartz         

Special Requirements:  Proper working bike, approved bike safety helmet, money daily to purchase a mid-bike 

ice cream snack, the ability to ride a bike and follow safety regulations, an open mind, and a good attitude. 

I have lived in Holland for almost 30 years.  Holland is really not that large of a town.  Still, it really surprises me 

when I am asked to go somewhere in Holland that I have never been before and I actually have to look up how to 

get there on my phone.  Or when a relative describes a place in Holland they walked through recently that a 

website recommended that I didn’t even know existed. This class is meant for those who like to bike and be 

inquisitive.  Let’s learn about the city of Holland with a bike, a group of curious travelers, and a journal.  One day, 

we might take a tour of a factory.  Another day, we might spend a day focused on architecture and drawing.  Every 

day, we will be journaling our insights.  Every day, we will be biking.  And most days, there will be a stop for ice 

cream.   Almost all of us reading this description live in Holland, but do we really know our city?  Let’s find out.  

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS LONGEST ARTWORK Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Chester, Katie           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

The challenge is simple: Pick your art medium, pick your visual topic, and get started. Don’t stop until the final 

day of class! How will your work turn out? Come along on a challenging adventure of working on the same 

artwork for almost two weeks straight! As you progress in your work, you will document your daily progress. For 

the Project Term Open House, you need a written reflection, your video/slideshow of your daily progress, and 

finally your completed two-week artwork. What will you create and how will your work evolve… or devolve? Put 

yourself, your art skills, and your patience to the test! 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS NEW YORK CITY ARTS Fee: $1785.00  

 

Teacher:  Gorris, Tara           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Students will be traveling to New York City from June 1 - 4! We will be exploring the world-renowned art 

museums such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum of Modern Art.   Both museums are home to 

some of the most famous artworks and artists in the world, including historical artworks, non-western art.  As part 

of this arts based trip, you will be in attendance for not just one, but two Broadway shows! We will have an 

opportunity to attend a Broadway workshop with working actors.  In addition, we will be touring Radio City 

Music Hall.  Finally, there will be additional tours of major landmarks and monuments in the city. 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS OLOGIES Fee: $.00  

 

Teacher:  Sinclair, Nicole           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

The suffix -ology is typically used to indicate a branch of study— biology, geology, archaeology, sociology, etc.. 

You’ve likely heard of all of those ologies before, but what about screamology (screams), forensic ecology 

(ecological theory and practice to criminal or civil investigations), dolorology (pain), and eudemonology (human 

happiness)? There are so many ologies to explore! Ologies host Alie Ward found she had so much curiosity about 

so many different subjects that she created a podcast where she could freely ask what might be considered stupid 
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questions to really, really smart experts in various fields of study and *boom* the Ologies podcast was born! In 

this class we’ll follow in Alie’s footsteps as we select Ologies episodes that speak to us and pique our own 

curiosities while we learn about the world around us in ways that we may have never considered before. We’ll 

even reach out to Alie Ward and ask her some questions of our own, and ultimately pursue our own independent 

study of our -ologies of choice and share them through the creation of culminating projects that reflect our 

individual interests and discoveries. Get ready to listen, laugh, and learn on our inquiry-based Ologies adventure! 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS SCHOOL OF ROCK Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Bittrick, Brett  Tim Witvoet         

Special Requirements:  You must be able to play guitar, bass, drums, or another instrument (vocals are a great 

bonus!) to take this class. 

Auditions are required.  Please see Mr. Witvoet if you are interested. Class is offered for 7th-12th grade 

students. 

Have you ever dreamed of playing in a rock band? Do you have the beginnings of a rock band, but just need the 

time and space to develop your talents? If so, then School of Rock is the class for you! Over the course of four 

weeks, you will: form a band with your classmates, learn different songs, perform and practice in front of a live 

audience, and put on a rock show at the Project Term Open House. Each student must have his or her own 

instrument and be able to play at a level higher than beginner. 

  

 D Block                 Grade: HS SCHOOL OF ROCK Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Witvoet, Tim  Brett Bittrick         

Special Requirements:  Auditions are required.  Please see Mr. Witvoet if you are interested. Class is offered for 

7th-12th grade students.  **You must be able to play guitar, bass, drums, or another instrument (vocals are a great 

bonus!) to take this class.**  

 

Have you ever dreamed of playing in a rock band? Do you have the beginnings of a rock band, but just need the 

time and space to develop your talents? If so, then School of Rock is the class for you! Over the course of four 

weeks, you will: form a band with your classmates, learn different songs, perform and practice in front of a live 

audience, and put on a rock show at the Project Term Open House. Each student must have his or her own 

instrument and be able to play at a level higher than beginner. 

. 

 D Block                 Grade: HS SKATE YOUR HEART OUT Fee: $100.00  

 

Teacher:  Murphy, Colin  Rachel Millis         

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Ever wonder how those dance skaters on tiktok can move so seamlessly? Sign up for this skate class! This course 

will take place at the RollXScape in Holland. This course will be lead by a trained instructor in all things roller 

skating/blading. You will learn the beginnings of roller skating: skating forwards, skating backwards, stopping, 

crossovers, shoot the duck and more! 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS TRASH N' FASHION Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Donoghue, Elizabeth           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Discover creative innovative fashion ideas and make them a reality! We will be designing wearable articles of 

clothing that is made from recycled materials. Bottles, bags, old books, one use products that are usually trash. 

This project will bring connections to the fashion world to connections about environmental issues. Work together 

to create something unique and original and show it off in a fashion show! 
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 D Block                 Grade: HS WORD PLAY Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Pyle, Bridget           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Are you a Scrabble chump or a Scrabble champ?  Does Taboo Boggle your mind?  What's Your Wordle streak? 

Join this class for two weeks of intense word play as you challenge your classmates, and yourself, to become 

master of the games.  Throughout this course, you will participate in a variety of word games and challenge 

yourself to utilize strategy, vocabulary, and your own brilliance to dazzle the competition.  Some games will be 

played in teams, but most of the course will leave each player alone with their thoughts as they take on each 

opponent and learn daily tips and tricks to mastering the games we play.  While we will certainly learn and review 

the rules of each game, we will also take liberty to bend and break them as necessary to enhance the gaming 

experience in true Black River fashion.  Games will include Scrabble, Scrabble Flash, Upwords, Boggle, Taboo, 

Apples to Apples, Mad Libs and more!  You will also have the opportunity to create your own word game and 

challenge your classmates to see if they can literally beat you at your own game!  So, have you got game?  Take 

this course to find out and prove whether you are if you are a master linguist or a mere abecedarian!   Note: This 

class is open to word game masters and rookies alike!  We will go over the rules of each game before we start, and 

also establish procedures for word challenges and other obstacles we may face in our gaming glory. While there is 

a competitive element to the games, all game play will be in good fun as part of this very interactive course.  Come 

on, you know you want to play! 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS WWII TRIPS & MODELS Fee: $45.00  

 

Teacher:  Morse, Keely           

Special Requirements:  N/A 

Come learn about WWII history.  We will take a field trip to the USS Silversides in Muskegon Michigan.  The 

Silversides is the most successful surviving submarine of WWII and has been kept in great shape.  We will also 

take a second trip to Muskegon to see the LST 393 that transported troops into action at many locations including 

Normandy.  In addition, we will read many firsthand accounts of the war and write letters to veterans of all US 

wars.  Finally we will put together and assemble a model of a WWII vehicle for display during the open house that 

you will be able to bring home. 

 

 D Block                 Grade: HS YOU CAME FROM WHERE? (EXPLORE AND 

CREATE YOUR FAMILY TREE) 

Fee: $0.00  

 

Teacher:  Bishop, Kim           

Special Requirements:  Students will need to have their parents establish an account with ancestry.com and 

have it active prior to the first day of class. The cost will be between $25 and $50. Students/parents will need to 

maintain the account for the duration of the class. 

Where did your family come from? Why did they leave their homes to come someplace completely new and full 

of challenges? In this class students will research their family and develop a family tree. Students will use online 

resources and interview family members to start their research. 
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